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Sealing the border ‘unrealistic’
So says the commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. Page A2

Five Guys Burgers opens here Tuesday
It’s the first of three Tucson restaurants
the popular chain plans. Page A10

Join Caliente for a tour 
of one of the state’s 
top wineries.
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Abraham Deng Ater arrived in Tucson as a refugee and with little understanding of Amer-
ican life. He’s now raising funds to one day build a school in his native Sudan.

For many,
Labor Day
spotlights
hardship  

By Tim Steller
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Welcome to another underworked Labor Day.
It’s not just that there are 319,000 officially un-

employed Arizona residents, who add up to Ari-
zona’s persistent 9.6 percent unemployment rate.
They only tell half
the story.

For the year that
ended on June 30,
18.5 percent of Ari-
zonans fell into a
category made up of
the jobless but look-
ing; the jobless who
had given up seeking
work within the last
year; those in jobs
below their qualifi-
cations; and part-
time workers. They
represent another
252,000 or so people.

It’s been this way for years now, since late 2007,
when instead of adding jobs monthly, Arizona start-
ed losing jobs. We haven’t stopped losing them yet.

Each unemployed or underemployed worker has

“That’s why I came over here — because I wanted to go to school,
and I finally found it here. I’m getting what I need, and I’m on the right track.”

Abraham Deng Ater, Sudanese “Lost Boy” refugee

By Rikki Mitchell
FOR THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

As a Sudanese war refugee,
Abraham Deng Ater escaped from
his home country and then trav-
eled halfway around the world for
his education.

Ater is one of the “Lost Boys of
Sudan,” a group of young men who
were relocated to Tucson.

Since his arrival, he has pursued
his education
and now has
founded a non-
profit organiza-
tion in hopes of
building a
school one day
in his home
country.

Ater devel-
oped the idea of
a foundation in
2007, when he

traveled back home to Sudan,
where he reunited with his mother
and sisters after not seeing or talk-
ing with them since he’d left.

“It was amazing,” he said. “I
was speechless.”

He and a friend from college,
Donald Dains, decided the best
thing they could do for Sudan was
to build a school.

“They won’t have to trouble to
find an education anywhere,” Ater
said, referring to the children he

Ex-war refugee, now
with master’s degree,
plans school in Sudan

More than 500K Arizonans
jobless or underemployed
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• Union-employer success

story seen in Southern
Arizona. Page A10

• AFL-CIO holds picnic here
today. Page A10

• Editorial: Let’s not forget
recession’s toll. Page A11

• Job seekers will need spe-
cialized skills and educa-
tion. Page A13

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALBUQUERQUE — New Mex-
ico voters strongly disapprove of
the state’s policy of giving driver’s
licenses to illegal immigrants, and
a majority of them give a thumbs-
up to Arizona’s new immigration
law, according to a poll released
Sunday by the Albuquerque Jour-

nal.
According to the poll, 53 per-

cent favor Arizona’s law, 35 per-
cent disapprove, 7 percent have
mixed feelings and 5 percent
don’t know or wouldn’t say.

Hispanic voters agreed with
the majority on the state’s driver’s
license policy and supported the

city of Albuquerque’s new policy
of checking immigrant status of

NATALIE GUILLEN / THE NEW MEXICAN 2010 FILE PHOTO

Protesters, some in prison-style garb reading “Working shouldn’t be a crime,” rallied in Santa Fe, N.M., on May
1, denouncing Arizona’s law. A new poll found a plurality of New Mexico’s Hispanics oppose SB 1070.

‘Junk food’ peddled
on county premises
gets fat unwelcome

By Luke Money
FOR THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

County Administrator Chuck
Huckelberry wants all unhealthy
“junk food” items removed from
vending machines on county
property by next month.

In a memo to the Pima County
Health Department, Huckelberry
specifically mentioned foods that
heighten risk for diabetes and
obesity as targets.

“Any food selections that con-
tain products that would increase
these health risks need to be
eliminated from vending ma-
chines,” the Aug. 20 memo reads.

This is the most recent in a
number of steps the county has
taken to support the health of its
employees.

“We already have a wellness
program where we work closely
with the Health Department to
put in initiatives to make work-
place health a priority,” said
Gwyn Hatcher, the county’s hu-
man resources director.

The memo is partly in re-
sponse to a $15.8 million grant
the Pima County Health De-

partment received last spring
from the Centers for Disease
Control to combat obesity and
related health risks.

The grant is part of the CDC’s
Communities Putting Prevention
to Work program, which ear-
marked $372.8 million for obesity
and tobacco-use prevention in 33
states this year. The effort uses
federal stimulus money.

Pima County’s grant is for two
years and was awarded, in part, to
spur evaluation of existing food
options and adopt policies to en-
sure that employees have health-
ful alternatives.

“The next step, logically, is
looking at the vending machines
themselves to try to get an idea of
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Vision of hope for kids 

On StarNet: Read more about
border- and immigration-related

issues in Brady McCombs’ blog at
go.azstarnet.com/borderboletin

Donald Dains
is helping Ater on
school project.

On StarNet: Read Tim Steller’s blog, Señor 
Reporter, at go.azstarnet.com/senorreporter

UA FOOTBALL  
Offense passes test
with flying colors

DID YOU KNOW
Pima County is Southern Ari-
zona’s seventh-largest employer,
with 6,511 full-time-equivalent
workers at the end of 2009, ac-
cording to the Star 200 survey.

 



a face and a story.
You can hear a lot of them at the

Pima County OneStop career
centers, at 2797 E. Ajo Way and
340 N. Commerce Park Loop.

Marilyn Kessler, 52, lost her job
as a pre-press technician at a local
printing firm in April 2009. Then
came weeks of fearful, unsuccess-
ful job hunting in the same field,
followed by a year’s training at
Pima Community College in an ef-
fort to become a medical assistant.

Now she finds herself back at
the OneStop, looking for work.
This time it’s in a field in which she
expects to have more luck, but in
which she’s never had a job. But
it’s hard to keep that old feeling
down.

“I’m scared again, like I was last

time,” Kessler said.
Nearby, Alvaro Alvarado, also

52, was scouring job listings, try-
ing to get work as a custodian, the
same field that he was laid off from
three months ago.

It’s discouraging because em-
ployers are paying so little — $7.25

per hour, for example. For now,
he’s getting $240 per week in un-
employment checks.

“I went to some interviews, but
nothing’s happening now,” he said.

Contact reporter Tim Steller at
tsteller@azstarnet.com or 807-8427.

BY THE NUMBERS
Here are some key figures that define Arizona’s ongoing jobless experience:

WORK
Continued from Page A1

anyone who is arrested. However,
only 39 percent of the Hispanics
polled said they supported the
Arizona law and 48 percent op-
posed it.

Gabriel Sanchez, an assistant
professor of political science at
the University of New Mexico,
said New Mexicans do not favor
the Arizona law as much as the
rest of the country does, but the
state’s voters are becoming more
disenchanted with illegal immi-
grants.

He said that historically, the
nation becomes more concerned
— and angry — with immigrant
populations during times of eco-
nomic turmoil.

“The elephant in the room is
that, I guarantee you, if you ran
this survey two years ago, before
the economy went downhill, you
would get very different results,”
Sanchez said.

Research and Polling Inc. of
Albuquerque conducted the poll
by questioning 403 registered
voters by telephone on Aug. 23
through 27. The margin of error is
plus or minus 5 percentage
points.

Asked about the law that al-
lows illegal immigrants to be is-
sued driver’s licenses in New
Mexico, 72 percent of those
polled said they did not favor the
law. Twenty percent favored the

law, 6 percent had mixed feelings
and 2 percent didn’t know or
wouldn’t say.

Brian Sanderoff, president of
Research and Polling, said the
driver’s-license law is especially
hard for some people to swallow.

“I think it hits people in the
gut,” he said. “The issuance of a
driver’s license by state govern-
ment may imply a certain level of
recognition or legal status that
some feel should not be afforded
to individuals who are not here
legally.”

The poll also found that 79
percent of Hispanic voters sup-
ported the city of Albuquerque’s
immigration-check policy, while
67 percent opposed the driver’s
license law.

Sanchez said people don’t re-
alize that just as many Hispanics
are conservative as liberal across
the country, so “it’s not all that
surprising” to see a large number
of Hispanics supporting Albu-
querque’s policy and opposing
the state driver’s license law.

He said he expected less sup-
port for the Arizona law because
it has been framed by critics as
“anti-Latino.”

Non-Hispanic white voters
were more likely than Hispanic
voters to support the Arizona law
and the Albuquerque policy.
Those voters also were more like-
ly than Hispanics to oppose New
Mexico’s driver’s license law for
illegal immigrants — 76 percent
to 67 percent.

what we can do to offer better
choices and better options,” said
Sherry Daniels, county Health
Department director.

This is not the first time that
Arizona officials have taken steps
to curb junk-food consumption.
In 2005, the Legislature passed a
law known as the “junk-foods
bill,” which prohibited state ele-
mentary and middle schools from
selling unhealthful food items
during regular school hours.

Candy and soft-drink vendors
initially opposed that bill, but they
changed their position when the
Legislature elected to exclude high
schools from the measure.

Huckelberry said he doesn’t

know if the vendors will be as open
to the county move, but he doesn’t
foresee a problem.

“I don’t think the vendors will
raise any issue,” Huckelberry said.
“We’re not anticipating any prob-
lems. We will work with them
throughout this process, and I
think if it’s done properly and with
enough education, it could really
improve their profitability.”

County Facilities Management
Director Reid Spaulding said he is
concerned about the logistics of
replacing the machines.

“All I’m concerned about is that
if we pull out a machine that has
no heating or cooling right now, it
might need to pull extra amperage
in order to accommodate new
foods,” he said. “We’ll probably
need to put in more cooling ma-
chines for things like yogurt,

things of that nature, but we’ll just
have to wait and see.”

Most county employees don’t
know what’s coming because
plans haven’t been finalized. But
Huckelberry is optimistic that the
change will be well-received.

“I’ve heard from some people
that they would use our machines
more if there were more healthy
alternatives available,” he said.

For his part, Spaulding said he
doesn’t plan to change his eating
habits. He already tries to eat
healthful foods.

“I don’t delve into whether it’s
right or wrong — I just carry out
the process,” he said.

Luke Money is a University of Arizona
journalism student apprenticing at the Star.
Contact him at 573-4142 or
starapprentice@azstarnet.com

8.7 percent
The unemployment rate in Pima County as of
July.

45,400
The number of unemployed people in Pima
County as of July.

571,000
The number of unemployed and underem-
ployed people in Arizona as of the end of June.

-1.5 percent
The decline in the number of jobs in Pima
County from July 2009 to July 2010.

18.5 percent
The combined percentage of Arizona’s work-
ers who are unemployed, working part time
instead of full time, or who have stopped
looking for work in the last year.

SSOOURURCECESS: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and Arizona
Department of Commerce.

“The elephant in the room is that,
I guarantee you, if you ran this survey 

two years ago, before the economy went downhill,
you would get very different results.”

Gabriel Sanchez
Assistant professor, University of New Mexico
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hopes will attend the school.
“They wouldn’t have to be sent

away again like us and suffer like
we did for that long time.”

When Ater and Dains returned
to the United States, they started
the Lost Boys Schools for Sudan
project and have since been trying
to raise enough money to build
their first school.

Dains, co-founder of the foun-
dation, said they are in the process
of finding volunteers, creating
building plans and raising funds.

“They have the absolute least
access to education in the world,”
said Dains of children in Sudan. “I
couldn’t find a more deserving
place in the world to actually work
and build these schools.”

They had planned to begin con-
struction on the school this year,
but they say the economy has
made it difficult to raise enough
money.

“We understand that it’s not a
sprint, but it’s a long-distance
type of race,” Dains said. “We’re
looking for people that want to
leave some type of legacy behind
bigger than themselves — some-
thing that’s going to make a differ-
ence in the world.”

Dains said he would do any-
thing for Ater, and he hopes his
story can be told.

“The sad thing is, he’s seen
some of the worst horrors that any
human being has ever had to face
and endure in any lifetime, and
he’s seen all this as a child,” Dains
said. “Despite that, he keeps mov-
ing forward and persevering.”

In Tucson, Ater received an as-
sociate’s degree from Pima Com-
munity College and a bachelor’s in
physiology from the University of
Arizona. He recently was awarded
a master’s degree from the UA’s
College of Public Health.

Alison Hughes, Ater’s faculty
adviser, said he made a strong first
impression after he couldn’t get
into the school the first time
around.

“He introduced himself, and he
said, ‘Well, I didn’t get accepted,
and I want to know why,’ ” she
said. “So there’s a first impression
for you — somebody who just
doesn’t accept ‘no,’ and that im-
pressed me a lot.”

Hughes continued to help Ater
while he was in the school. She
said he did extremely well in his
courses while simultaneously
working a part-time job at Costco

and starting the foundation.
Ater’s journey to Tucson began

when he was forced to leave his
village at age 9, due to a civil war
between northern and southern
Sudan.

“The war was coming into our
villages, and the villages were be-
ing bombed down, and some of
our friends saw their parents
killed,” Ater said. “All the local vil-
lages around southern Sudan met

and said, ‘We want to send our
children away,’ because young
boys were being taken into the
military by force or being taken as
slaves.”

Ater said he was one of 27,000
young boys who eventually wan-
dered through Ethiopia, Kenya and
Sudan seeking safety. He said the
children were targets of the war.

Ater was able to finish high
school in a refugee camp in Kenya,

where he learned how to write and
speak English. In 2000, the U.S.
government decided to bring the
young refugees to America, and
Ater was moved to Tucson.

“When we first came here, it was
so difficult to adjust to life,” he said.
“With food, crossing the street,
turning on the light, using the tele-
phone — things we didn’t know be-
fore. I had never seen a telephone.
We didn’t know any of those tech-
nologies,so we got used to it.”

Ater said only 10,000 of the
original 27,000 so-called “Lost
Boys” made it to the U.S. Many
were lost along the way due to ill-
ness or other hardships.

When he arrived in Arizona,
Ater was placed in an apartment
with four other young men. He
said they had no idea what to do
for food, so they just waited in
their apartment hungry until
someone showed them where to
go shopping.

“A refugee camp is in a rural
area, so we were only used to one
food, like grain or wheat flour,” he
said. “We didn’t know about all
these fruits and vegetables — that
was something new to us. We did-
n’t eat all the food, like salad and
ice cream and all that.”

As a recent graduate, Ater said
he hopes to find a job and establish
himself while continuing his work
with the foundation, and he’s hap-
py that life has led him to the U.S.

“It was a good thing,” he said.
“That’s why I came over here —
because I wanted to go to school,
and I finally found it here. I’m get-
ting what I need, and I’m on the
right track.”

Rikki Mitchell is a University of Arizona
journalism student who is an apprentice at
the Star. Contact her at
starapprentice@azstarnet.com

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ABRAHAM DENG ATER

In 2007, Abraham Deng Ater returned to the Sudan to visit his family, including his mother and sisters. Above,
accompanied by family, he prepares to return to the United States, leaving the village of Werathon.
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Ater, on a cell phone, travels back to the United States
by way of Uganda, on the southern border of Sudan.

His foundation envisions building a new school. He
photographed this classroom in the village of Poktap.

HOWTO HELP
• What: Lost Boys Schools 

for Sudan
• For more information:

www.lostboysschoolsforsudan.
org, 891-9802.
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